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CbateH de Breteuil, southwest of Paris, celebrates author Charles Perrault, creator of Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty. Boots. 

FRENCH CHATEAU CELEBRATES ·cREATOR 
OF Cl.ASSIC CHII.11R.EN'S STORIES 

In a ,mall bou11 next to the chateeu, a wolf lies in bed, disguised es a 

grandmother, to await Little Red Riding Hood. 

-------·-----------------

By Steve Slosarek / lt1dia11apo/is Star 

Tourism has exploded in France, where famous Parisian sites such as 
the Eiffel Tower, Louvre Museum and Arc de Triomphe mean one thing 

during peak season: 
Long lines. 
Escape the rat race and head to the countryside near Paris, where 

fresh air, fewer tourists and remarkable landmarks allow visitors to soak 

in the French experience without feeling like a sardine. 
An ideal day trip awaits just 22 miles southwest of Paris in the scenic 

Pare Nature! Regional de la Haute Vallee de Chevreuse. Positioned cen­

ter stage is the 400-year-old Chateau de Breteuil, a family-biendly attrac­

tion that magically combines French history, magnificently manicured 

gardens and some of the most fan1ous children's fairy tales of all time. 

INSIDE: Chateau is sure to charm 
the children, F4 
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A "Sl•,i■1 Bully" ICIII is among many displays of Charles Pe1TSult's characters throughout th:­
chateau and on the grounds. 

Tales live :happily 
ever after in chateau 

down to the bottom of the high valley. A tree­
enclosed, serpenline-5t)'le walkway leads to 
large ponds full of ducks. • 

of Charles Perrault, the author of mosaic, a brook, a spring and the lush green 

Want to go beyond Paris? Try one of these day trips 

GIVERNY 
:'Ill •ll-,: Claude Monet's orig­
inal worts are all over Paris, but 
to get a real sense of the Im­
pressionist painter's inspira­
tion, a trip to Givemy is a must. 
Monet made his home here 
from 1883 until his death in 
1926. The country house fea­
tures many rooms decorated to 
re-create the lool< of v.tien he 
lived there. Highlights include a 
fully restored kitchen, Japanese 
prints and a picturesque view 
from his bedroom. But the 
stars are the gardens. Your 
camera will get a wortcout in the 
flower garden, and an under­
ground passage leads to even 
greater beauty at the water 
gardens. Full of weeping wil­
lows, ponds, water lilies and the 
famous Japanese bridge, the 
asymetrical gardens inspired 
Monet's most renowned paint· 
ings. 
Im: Open 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
daily except holidays that are 
obseived on Mondays. 84 Rue 
Claude Monet in Givemy, France 
(34 miles northwest of Parisi, 
5.50 euros (about $81. children 
7-12 3 euros, 6 and younger 
free, 011-33-02-3251-2821, 
www.fondation-monet.com. 

THE CHUNNEL 
1'1111 •kinr. London as a day 
trip? You bet. If only airplanes 

,_._,..,_,_,.,..,., ........... ,-.. •- ·----7 

I 

Assmot,dPre,s 

ln~u, N■■ 11 the Tower Bridge, is just a 100-minute train ride 
away, past the French countryside and under the English Olannel. 

could M as smoothly as the 
Eurostar train ride between 
Paris and London, which takes 
about 1 holl', 40 minutes each 
way. The 18-coach train, which 
can seat 650, leaves precisely 
on time, rides smoothly and fea­
tures comfortable and spacious 
seating. The Eurostar passes 
through the French countryside 
for more then an hall' before 
dipping below the English Dian­
ne!. The view is pitch black lKltil 
you hit land in England, see a 
traffic backup at custans and 
thank yourself for buying the 
train ticket. The train anives at 

Waterloo Station at the foot-' 
steps of the London Eye, Big 
Ben, Houses of Parliament and 
Westminster Abbey. The popu­
lar Tower of London is just one 
tube (subway! stop iN/lf'/. 
Whatever you do, don't forget 
upscale and lKlpar&lleled de­
partment store Hamx!s rwe 
stayed one night at the nearby 
Egerton House Hotel.I 
lllfl: Catch train at Gare du 
Nord station in Paris, one-way 
price is 74 euros (about $1071 
for economy class (children 51 
eurosl, B00-387-6782. 
www.raileurope.com. 

WISH YOU WERE HERE C hateau de Breteuilis is a celebration , },. different path back treats walkers to a yew 

such folk tales as "Sleeping Beau- labyrinth. Lavish flower gardens and fruit trees 
ty," "Cinderella," "Little Red Riding add to the chann. 'l 

t \' I 
Hood" and "Puss in Boots.• Displays and more As for the actual chateau, self.guided walks 
than 50 wax figures of these characters are through the basement/kitchen are allowed. A 
spread throughout the chateau and on the guided tour, conducted in French, lets you see 
grounds. the rest of the 23,7(J(kquare-foot, 41-room man-

The marquis of the chateau, 63-year,old sion, which features ornate entertainment 
Henri-Francois de Breteuil, said half of last • rooms and a chapel 
year's 103,000 visitors were children. The grandiose home of the Breteuil aristo-

Why not? Near a small playground to the aatic dynasty was built between 1604 and 1610. 
side of the chateau, a tiny house reveals a fa. The Bret.euil family closely served three kings 
miliar 9a!lle behind glass: a wolf lying in bed, of France, Louis XIV-XVI. 
disguiaed as a grandmother, . Baron de Bret.euil was prime 
naitilll UUle Red Ridinl ~,..,,_- minister to Louis XVI and present 
Hood. In the chateau's base- ~,W~, during the 1785 "diamond neck- l • 
ment,asleepiqdoelieenatto I w1 lacelCalldal"ofMarieAntod~ __ ; '-.~,. 
a besalifal-. who, of... • 1 ll2l: - - Paintings and wax figures epict ! 
rourse, is sleeping, { ·' . ., • -,. • . ; .. •: that scene and others, including ' ' , 

Near the gardens, a huge Lab- ~ ~• CINmUM I ; ~ • ... , scientist Emilie de Breteuil (1706- t "' · ., • , ;. • '" 
yrinthinviteschildrentotra- lbillt ··_...,.,.CE "i 49),whow:i5involv~withenlight- •. lf,_p:~i; 1.-:<, • 
verse the hedged maze to find , . n""' .,~ enment wnter Voltaire. . '; . ' .;~~~;;J-<t- , 
Cinderellaandherprince.Puss r-~-:J ·. >·•.·-:-:.~ "'1 Theaownjewelofthemans1on ; • ~)~~f.J:i;~:;' 
inBootsappearsinthechateau, t. - -~ ·: ,: istheTeschenTableinthetrea- [' ... l•.ti.r·~~:,1,;-,.,·. 
and outbuildings fealure Tom :~JQ ];~!)- ~-,,.,.,1 sure room. The spectacular table- , 
Thwnb, Bluebeard and othen. M!!!'I./.,._.,,. •. ,_ . 1 top is enausted with 128 semi- : i Last wirter, ._end~ S;_~ of Wlvte Oak lleftl. nl III al!I h■I ,__ of 

--,.,.;'. I ' 
:~Q 

Perrault belongs here ~ TIit Ellq;Mr precious stones mounted in gilt , ·r , felrlield took a 1 Q.day vacation to the Grand ~ and Las VegBS. Balll COl4>les were-cel&-
cause of his friendship in the ·• bronze and petrified wood. It was ~ bratilg their 50th wedd'mg inwersaries. 1 

1600s with the chaleau's former ' alveo to 8aroD de Breteuil by Aullrian empress Wlir 1111y n■ ... pNtl: Carol nl Kay have known each other sn:e the foll1h grade et Kir1l-i • 
marqtds, Louis de Breteull. They aemd under Marie Teresa, mother of Marie Antoinette, for /. • • • Road School in Northsida. They have remained friends n1 still spend tme together. 

Louis m· Pemult as minister of anuc:e. Bre- bla medialion of teose l3lks between her and • ( j ' 
teullu~ofthetreuury, theldll(ofPruala. . ' L, . ...,.,. 

The fOCIII on Pemwlt is IIUbde. not com- 1be baron'• IUCCelllOl'WII bla nephew,• di-
• merciaL The display■ quietly blend In wllb tbe rec:t IDCeltOr to the current marquis. 
. other attrldioos. wl)ich are JIIIIDel'OIII 111d "It has been lalher-lllll ever ma.,• Hairi-

breathtaldnc ..,_.,.deBreteullaid. • 
Vllitolw who arrive two houn befare lbe "On Aul-25, JlM4, 1111 fathertbmr I blf ball 

: llr■t echeduled guided tour of the c:lllleal wlD ~here• the AmericlnAmtf for llbendnr 
• be astounded bytheleffllltY, WeeDCllllllllemi ourara.1bree,-■ a,o,ootbe60lhlllllnel' ' 

no other can In the~ lot, only the IOUDd my, two cdcer'I came back ID Fr■nce looJda, • . 
: of chirping birds. That. and ID occulonal lltlr- . lnr I c:h■tau they hid freed but not remember-
' rlni of white reindeer in the moat In lroot of ln,wbere It wa L-_....,, cha, 

the ch■tall. , • "lbeypaled upbere, uwour.........., 
The real vilUAI treat beiin• at the back of teal ud lmocbd oa 1111door, 'Jber bad._. 

the ch■tau. where I 200«re part tlapel ID their f!Jf&. 

If YOU 60 
• Mat llllt,eau di Bretauil, 

Marl: Q11V1'8UN, Frn:8, 22 
milea lldlwe8t cl Pn. 
--Gm,1naps1•10 

, 1 .m. Tlllft at at 2:31 p.m., 
with IIIC 11111' • 5::11 p.m. 
(thn ii 11111 ::II 1.m. 1111' on 
Slr,daya and holidlly&), 
Mal■lll■:7.00lll'Ollabcu 
$11.501 llr gardens only, 
11.00 IU'OII for gardens/tar, 

'. Aga18111dyooog■r:8.Ellau­
roa for gm'llerw 111d guided • 
11111'. 
... .. D11-33-01-:1152-
0502 r, www.chltaUIII 
lntluil.lr, 

HAWAII 
1111alllldllllll2111kmrllll• . ............... . 
r& In •1,421• PPD0 

erSale! 

r- • · • 

1

1 GINGERBREAD 11ougE corn:fg,1: 
'~-{, • IN IIIS'fORIC GLFNI>M,If··· • :, . : 

J.. J.:~~) IU.NITITINGSIIRINEltS!lUltNSIIOSPITAL ••• 

Contest Is open to all ages and ablllties. 

Entry fonns and fees must be received via mail by Friday, Nov. 16th at 7pm. 
For an entry form, rules and r•gulatlons, 

• and further Information call (513) 587-1603. 
or 1o to www.clncyhousesofhope.com 

OR email us at hohglngtrbrtad@aol.com 
EnrrltS will bt due at Town Hall by Thursday, Dec. 6th at 7:00pm 

Enttlls wlH bun display at Town Hall on Saturday, Dec. 8th ond Sunday, Dec. 9th 

FABULOUS 
·~ CASH PRIZES~·,~ 
: for Each Category : -

t 
Contc1 t to bi'. judgt·d by 

Gri•11 t,•r Cinti111rnri') 

1-uw.\t Cht•f\ n11d llal.r:1' 

Iii -..r /J11(1", uf rht· 
v,,11 1,,, GUAI/ANII ID' APPLE VACATION~~ 
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